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of the Lottery Commission personally unlocks the twenty-one
vertical strings of balls and personally and publicly dumps them
into this great drum. Every last ball goes into this seething
wooden mass and you have seen with your own eyes that ball
number 16731 has gone forward with the rest. But, as though
this was not convincing enough, a long metallic cornucopia
is wheeled up and its mouth connected with this crib. Another
crib is attached to the upper end and as a button is
pressed and the dynamo hums an arrangement of discs whirls
the balls up in through the neck of the horn of plenty and
into the globe. Your pellet number 16731 now has about as
much personality as Buddy Rogers in a New York subway
jam.
The backfield and the apparatus now shift to the outer
side of the room and proceed to induct the thousand and
thirty-six prize balls into another crib and then through the
same cornucopia up and into a smaller crib beside the large
one containing the numbered balls.
It is all tremendously impressive. Orphan lads (over nine
and under fourteen) appear in their fresh-face innocence and
take their stands at two crystal dishes which the two globes
feed into. A tribunal sits at a long polished table prepared to
tabulate returns, and supervising the simultaneous, mechanical
release of one ball from the number globe and one ball from
the prize globe. As the number ball comes out it is seized
by the orphan, who reads the number in a thin piping voice
and then promptly threads it on a waiting vertical wire.
Simultaneously the other orphan boy seizes the prize ball
and announces whatever denomination it may record, after
which he too threads his on another wire string. Thus the
first ball out may be 01323 (what did I tell you about my
termination hunch?) while the prize ball may say five
hundred dollars. So it goes until numbers and prizes have
been drawn for all the prize balls. Naturally, the drama
mounts in excitement the longer the grand prize holds
out.
It is really very simple. You have followed the fate of your
ball number 16731 all through this process and now, if you